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Cultural landscape of Katsushika Shibamata  (Visit the website of Katsushika City Museum)

Taishakuten Daikyo-ji Temple and its
Precinct

If you go through Sando, you will see the
outstanding tile-roofing Gate (a two-story gate).
This gate is “Niten-mon Gate” and is the gateway
to Shibamata Taishakuten. It is commonly known
as “Shibamata Taishakuten” but officially, it is a
temple of the Nichiren sect of Buddhism called
“Kyoeizan Daikyo-ji Temple,” which was said to
have been established in 1629. The missing “lta-
honzon” was found in 1779, which served as the
momentum for the reconstruction of the temple,
and as a “popular temple” near Edo, many people
visited there on the day of Koshin and particularly
so on the eve “Yoikoshin (Eve of Temple Festival).”
The precinct was improved through the unique
construction process of adding a new hall while
the old hall was refurbished, removed, and
reconstructed during the period from the Edo
Period to modern times, and the temple is the core
of the cultural landscapes in Katsushika
Shibamata area.

If you enter Niten-mon Gate, you will see “Zuiryu
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no Matsu (Zuiryu Pine Tree)” and “Taishaku-do
Hall.” In olden times, spring water was said to
bubble up at the base of Zuiryu no Matsu and a
hermitage was opened in this location, which is
the sacred place of foundation of Taishakuten
Daikyo-ji Temple. In the precinct, there are halls
with sculptural decorations and “Bishamonten
(Guardian god of Buddhism),” was deified. There
Is also Goshinsui (sacred water), which was said
to be used as the first bath when “Tora-san” was a
newborn baby.

In the precinct, many stone monuments, etc.
were also erected and at the rear of Soshi-do Hall,
there are all-cypress “Daikyaku-den Hall (guest
hall)” you can find a garden called “Suikei-en
Garden” having traditional beauty of a Japanese
garden.



